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IMA News published in "Elements"

Since the beginning of the publication of the new Magazine "ELEMENTS", IMA has given
news through the President, Secretary and Chairs of IMA Commissions and Working Groups.

Year| Vol. Author Title Page in the
Appendix

2005 | V1,1 |From the President Ian News from the 2
Parsons IMA

2005 | V1,2 |From the President Ian IMA 3
Parsons

2005 | V1,3 |From the Chairman of the New Minerals : 4
Commission on new Minerals | Help or
and Mineral Names, Ernst Hindrance
Burke

2005 | V1,4 |From the Secretary, Maryse |IMA : Moving 5-6
Ohnenstetter forward

2005 | VL5 |From theChairman of the Applied 7
Commission on Applied Mineralogy :
Mineralogy, Richard Hagni | Present and Past

2006 | V2,1 |From the President Ian Money Matters 8
Parsons

All of these papers are also available from the IMA Website :
http://www.ima-mineralogy.org/
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The International Mineralogical AssocRation (IMA) was founded in 1958
and i supported by 34 notional mineralogical onganizations worldwide,
News ol its activited will béecome o regular ure of Elemenits. Come

mumnication during the four-year interval between s main scientific
meetiigs has always presented o problem foe IMA, and Elemends poes-
ents & historic opportunity 1o make our activities visible to the internas
tional membership,

Following [WA Husiness Meetings at the recent Intemational Geological

Camgreds i Florenoe, we cun anmounoe several lenprnmu:
Following a year-long competition, IMA Coancll bas chisen a loga,

134 now has s own deamain name www ima-minermniogy.org.
A much enlarged website, which includes IMA news and links
1o webslies of supporting organizatbens, 1= now onling,

184 20086 willl bee lveld from 23 1o 26 July, In Kobe, Japan. Visit
WWW L COREE,C0, | P im0/

InAA 2010 willl be held in Budapest under te chaimsansiip ol
I'rol. EEkehan Tillmans of Ausiria.

Finally we are delighited 1o welcome into the IMA the national
mineralogical society of Uzbekistan.

“‘Hﬂn-d‘.{ Ean Parisis
_-_,,"h £ e President of TMA
H\Y &~
L N\ £

%I |_'|'Zl"'""al
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The arrival of Elements on the minesalogy—geochemistry scene presents

I with an unprecedented opportuity to reach its members and pre-
wides a means for lts members o communicate with each other. 04
course, by no means all members of 1MA are members of the curret
group of societhes supparting Eleenenits, but most will be able to see the
aagazine shrough thelr institutional subscription o one of the techni-
cal jourmnals produced by the comortium, The editors of Elearents hope
that other societies, parthoularly fron counteses where English is not the
main language, will join and make we of the opportunities for widen-
ing communication that Elements offers. Like the predeminantly Eng-
lish-speaking founding growp, they can ise Elerenty a5 a puointer o
their national, on-language websibe to peovide detatled information
tex e s,

WA B supported by small subscriptions, based on membership,

Froam 37 mineraloglcal organizations, the largest with more than one
thowsand members, the smallest with less than ten. Thie obkdest of
these national mineralogical societies were founded in the early
second half of the nineteenth century when many of the mportant
mineral species were belng established on the basis of crystal marphaol-
oy and physical properties, a Hme when analytical chemistry was
extremely printitive, The newer science of geochemistry grew up in a
warkd in which travel and communication were more developed, and
most geochemical organizations had an international character from
the outset. The IMA was founded to bmprove contact Detween Ity
historically fragmented memibers, 11 best known activities are its
quadrenmial gesiersl meetings, the next in Kobe, Japan, in 2006, and
the work of its Commibssben on Mew Minemals and Mineeal Names, s
commisstons and wosking groups regularly sponsor or arganize

ADVERTISERS IN THIS I55UE

Erviranmerital lsotape Laboatory 64
Excalibur Miners! Carparation 65, M
Cernalegical Institute of America 66104
HORIEA |obin Yvon Inside Iront cover
Hudsan Inatitute of Mineralogy . 108
Meiji America 128
i ' 65, 121, 127
Rocoware Inside back cover, batk cover
SGS Lakefieid Research 85
Liniversita i:qrrzulh a7

EeemMENTS

sessinna at other meetings, such
a the recent International
Geological Congress in Flomnae
and the fortheoaming Ceold-
schmidt Carnferernice in Mosoow,
lddah, and many of these lead 10
qprrl:ﬂ publications or thematic
jourmal issues. IMA has & new
wehsite (fma-mineralogy.org),
which can connect you (o each
of the member organizations.

S0, divwe meed an WA, and can
It do brs job more effectively? We
cortalnly need an international
organization as a focus for the
wpop lchwide activities of minerslo-
gisis, The wiord “imtermational’ i
thee title 15 £ssentsal bo rabse travel
fumes In many conentries wiene
sclence Is less well developed. Bul
our quadrennial meetings have
tweent nothing ke as successful as
the annual peochemical Gold-
schmidt meetings, which often
atreact mnne than bwice the
nurmbes of delegates, even
though the scientlfic temitory the
Wi mganlza:hm: COVET 15 4
comtinuous solid solutiorn, | fear
that o measen for this is the
current sclentitic dominance of
an English-speaking world, whinse
members see the '1' In IMA {or,
for thal mstter, 1G] &5 Implying
that participants will have to sit
throigh large numbers of lectures
dedivered in bess than perfect
nglial. I this influences your
choive of annuwal big mecting, |
cam only suggest that the greater
gabns for mankind of & wly
infernational scientific communl-
ty is a factar you should consider,
even i it entails o Ligtle £xira
effart.

WA has long suflened om lck
of a communications channel,
Elemengy gives us the opportunity
tn be regularty in the public eye,
and we will provide news ol the
activities of commissbons aaxd ol

meetings in which we ame
Invoived, My personal view (not
shiared, | shoulsd say, by all
members of Councl) isthat the
1344 is bureaucratic eur of all
propartion to it osxdest size. The
members of commissions e
Chiosen &y representatives of the
supporting societies rather than
for their screntific standing or
.'|I:|||I|::|-' to inspire. 1 think they
witled do a betber job if com-
posed of Hke-minded experts and
gnthusiasts in each Aeld, and il
they were responsable for their
o membership, Commissions
wisild not be required o invalyve
Every natlonal organization, but
waoiibd have the duty to serve the
whole community. Their
membership would be subject o
the Jpprmm! of Councld, wihich
would ensure that the interne
tiomal comemumity was represent
al as widely as possible.

Fuaning [MA B not casy. Many
af the problems fall on the
shuoulders of our hard-working
secrutary, Maryse Ohnensiettes,
and dogged treasurer, Kase Klein
It @ frequently difficult to get
arswers [rodm national pepresens
tativis and even from chabe of
comnissions, ®o less than 10ou
af 37 member organizations are
currenily beduind with payment
of duies for 2004 (some for svem
wears), 5o el me end with a
rallying «all to you, the minerala
gists who own [MA: It is only
going to be as effective as vou
make it Come to the Kobe
meeting, support the work of the
oommissions and working groap
dex yooar bt Far eineralogy
Intenzational!

lan Parions, President of M2
Z02-Z10)

Maarn 2005
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NEW MINERALS: HELF OR HINDRAMCET

I MNames (CNMMN) was
estahlished ot nearly the same time as the 1MA, In 1959, for the urpose
[ A TR RIS SME mminere] names and

The Coanmission oo Mew Minesals and Min

ot controlling e intdduch

of raticnalizring mineral nomenclatin. in the 45 years of ik existence,
the CNMMN has mot Teen idke, judging trom the list of 400 or se min
erals and mineral names on which the CRAMMN has officially taken a
decision on thesr approval, discreditation, amdtor redefinition favailable

on the CNMMN website waw gen, vunl-ima-cnmmn). On this web

site nne can also consalt the peocedures and guidelines for propesing
new minerals and mineral names, and nomenclanare reports published
by the CRRMN.

0 average about B0 new eninerali ane prop wed cach year, andd ahout
60 of these are approved. Sone persons consider 1he ok on new nag-
ural phases as wasted time. Who indeed cares about these Hiny and exobic
pralns? Why should one spend precious lal and personne] rescunes on
thie ||||'|||I|-|'nrh arsenate, phosphate, o silfate In some lorsaken axida-
tion sone of an undmportant, abandoned oee degosit? OF course, 8 new
substanoe hias to be characterized first efore it becomes clear whether
It B am “exotlc basterfly” or an important techinical substance, The con-
cluskve answer 1o these guestions and considerations was given by one
of my prodecessors as CHMMMN chairman, Akire Eato, ab the start of the
Paris 1980 1GC session on new minerals; *Once upen a time, Feldspar
was i ew minerall”

It 50 happens that in 2004 the CHMAMMN recsived mol one, mof oo, bl
three proposaly for mew minerals in the feldspar group. Two ol fhese
hawe been approved: the hexagonal potasium fehbspar kokchetavite
and the not-vet-published tetragonal polymorph of albite, In poth
chses, these sufmicroscoplc grains of new minerals hove given impor-
tant information on the genetic history of the mocks in which they wene
foumd. In the same year, the CNMMN alio receved proposals for new
minerals in other common rock-forming mineral grosps: fve amphi-
bades, thees micas, and even a new polymorph of gquarte, nadmed seifer-
tite Taking great pains on the full chameterization of new mineraks s
abwiously not always a waste of time, but a real helg.

Howaver, not only sclemtific
ASpECTs of these phases are impos
taikt) appeamnoes also comnt,
espechally for the large bocdy of
dmiteur mineralogists and mimer
al collectors, Sumie new minerals

The prath ol the CHNAMMN ks mot
always strewn with roses, | here
is regular, heavy criticlsm on
clrpent mineral nomenclature,
for exaample, by John 5 White
under the title “The Nomencla-

are A feast for the oyes, as you
can soe frem the accompanyving
[l iphs of the Sh-hdop oxcicle
Db lalibe (903190 and & notoyet-
published Na-Cu camonaie
(200400360, The ultlmate in this
calegory isaof o ¢ the n
discovery in M
whitish-pink to mspherry-ed
prezzotiaite, o cassium mineral
related ter the Beryl gronp, Ceem-
dqulily specimens of this new
mineral {2003-0225 have changed
hamels for six-figure prices]

ELrmenrs

ture Thedache™ in the May-June
204 s of Rovks and Miverels,
and by Halph Kretz in the Coto-
ber B0k} e of the newsleticr
of the Mineralsgical Associatkon
of Canacda. I lssve @ven b
threatenad with a giobal e-mail
campaign becaese CNMAN
dioes not give unigue names for
minerals. Just one example: the
minel name ‘aghatibe’ does ne
exist any more—we have nowi-
days hydroxylapatite, Moo
afibe, and chlorapetite, and also

e

PN

(unjustly) carhonate-flucmpatite
anid carbonmate-hydroxylapatite
How can ane give the corned
name to an obvious apatite spec
mee withiowet an analysts of some
kimid?® This problem could have
teen solved eaxily by osng
(optional) suffixes, as has been
cessfully in the zeolite

(s onvibe Eroups

il W
g Jaby

W all Know, of course, that
mineralogical nomenclature is far
frem ideal. Thene are indeed too
many indonslsencies that have

! e arrival
MMM 0 1959, The
CNMMM has & so-called 30% rle
for nomsenclature in (knaryy
suiliicd sdulions, bul ot the ssme
time there are major mineral
groups in which the comend
nexenclature s not N soom-
dance with s rule (eg., amphl-
bales, pyrosenes, pyrochbons,

L ad

2B m

swwudlily =

y of Hamburg (Jochen Schilter, senior suth
Sanibia, walth = 15 mm; bottom: 2004.008 fom Mina Sy
i Frodngraphs by KoL Lynoker

almmitesh The MM b5 contan
wowsly wiorking on nomenclature
peobIeis, wseally with sabooms
muiffees rl,l:.Eu:uh.I'\lll' B 1.|3IC1'1fII'
ninteral groups or problems.

A wery pecullar problem, a real
hindrandce, & caused by the fact
that maoee than Z308 natural
pheases, possible new minerals
but perhags meanwhile better
dumeriled ulsewhere, have been
publishe] withous a name. The
Subcormities on Unnamed
Minesals (they call themselves
SCUM) is raking carv of these
orphaned objecs

Certainly, for quite soms tme
to come, the CRMMMN will not
b withioet things 1o dol
Ermst AJ. Burke,
CHMMN Chalnman
vemst burkeirtalw v nl

taicgpcdl Museom ol the
wahline froen Tiumaeb,
& Ao, byuious, Chile,

Junt 2005
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5 1 of R bl i
MNEL ihwe LN sill karve & b in idn dr faure! Th
International Pommomaton: o6t Se. MIosaiigr wit. comindl i pleos Sk iy
Mineralogical Association oo
L1 ihe s copmpemeiis & waifhe Tilbriwieg B i L
IMA; MOVING FORWARD e T o et o iy g o ol
Udegrins prewesd 2i ihe Mmormis 1 145, mawiing I ¥ sulinl rmh voer b0 intemeiomal mee . I ] 1 i (AEN
Slineralogiocsl Soadery of Ameiica w gt mesaial v | fasvd of s wwwnl [few ne nw durng | G e=AG LT T el In
wai ol @ il 10 hasiiig © skl of forming ar 0 e I wis vl TR 1 Hiigw 1l
national | i il Winersiogy. The ctimminee s el | il i (= | in v HA . o
7wl il riveiileer feceii ilie LS, LI aiey, sl Lermianic. s i il ihe TR ool skoae and sviklilg g i oig
imnaiional Wineralogleal Asasiai@m way o hirtly ah The: [ 5 Inirmaeitmal tiriis BRI sl sl praing [Ted L
pian il Lliwdola. Bl 1824 Sepdeinibid, aial ds
mial e inleeess on Minerskgy ol
L1 ny, in PEri, 5-H Sspiemis his v the [N
periticgsatia] for B il s i e 15 Galdaheiel
iii Erdes |I‘
T ng ciuk
sl i K i
W vangne L [ p el
Fodlerering a chamgw in the Constitaiom in Filishg
- 1k wrval herwees [W0h Pisoest mestings ha kel
‘ﬁi ..| Il .- .- :|.|..E|':. .l- :||.-I :.- .- -_.-I
% ¥ with ili maliinal Getdugical Congre 1]
g oo il | in manian A sy Ao
mgjﬂslu 0, B dﬂd F’I:nn-Etnn; Worlds chmge il g i miniain A bl ity eowst
; ther Larih sciereo rganizatione. The [Rlh o o
il T 110 BT e vialde i e Laik
cierern. T participa il Iklh in iniermarions
ceilngs Few alregidy helped 8 L a6 has che dd e
ol ndenuatl alenr % o Ninr
snigical 4smcriatjon of Ca i
A RIE nerukegy.
g inks in ife
welrll T
W) ”. . Like mest ol the | il ._I.. ;
B beknging o the LS D8S nowe has o e,
which was seleried bom doesn peopeesh Suilng th
Dt Sl ivestbng. e coinnbrilsabor ane iy Btaried
fur iheir parti Hnn
The scwssridla goiivivy of 1hie [ & catiied Tiewan e

sadprid o unall acthve group, ssppsel e el

g h o g guack an 1 b Hhe whode cornmrerely
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1N MOWING FORMARDY oo froes o 243)

Frisseusly formed wosking groups, wiih a
sHnuciure braadly smilar o that of coonmis-
ilons, comprise delegates proposed by thi:
natinnal mireralcglcal societiin and who
may ot be divply imvalved with the siem-
lilic developmeni of the werrking Eraup o
which they Beking, As an Indation of the
et e rate al esalition of the 1ML simic-
twe, nene af the IMA workiing groups was
ever transloeissnd info 3 commission, s
Eriwss bhat should |Iu:|r|.l||:|l oorur atier &
fiese vears im b case of an active winrking
Erup. some widking groesps are tweniy
yeaes elidl The effickency of ks fwo wooking

groeug skrachares will e Coimgunal during the
nexl general mevting in Kobe On the other
hand, the Constitution sometmes fails &o
accomendadste some desirable changes, Por
example, the CHMMN and ihe OO
{Commissan on Clssilicatian of Mireralss
have planmed s merge and have vaied s g
sy, buf mothdng I ihe Cemslifublon covers
the megging of two commissions. A& salutsan
will meverthekess B foungl and propossd in
Kb, Cine off them could invelve the dissa.
lutban ol OO A @ corresponding ssklifi-
catinm af the CRBMMM.

1'|Il.'|'ICI'=||.'DI‘|I'|| ||.'l|'.|.'-. rmslated In the fiftie
fon e cneation of ihe IMA are s8ill valld.

Sinece that Hme there have been pevolutions
In ihe Earch scienoe, with the apparanee af
v disciplines that contribaute preat e oo the
understanding of our planetary syvbem.
Hewseever, thiese 15 v damhi regarding eniner-
alogy's fubare, consldering ies impact on =0
many aspecis of mokely, To foe th faluee
with confidence. a stalge vision plan ha
w0 b defiesd for the IMA The mest peneral
meiting In Kol (July 23-20) will be il
right pace bo formealate new dlirections amd
poals ared B provide mad maps foe the alif-
Tewvnt commissions amd wenking ETOUpS.

Marywe dhnensteiter
Seciclary of 1WA
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Richard Hagnl

MH.IED MIMERALOGY: PRESENT AND PAST

e minermlogy” covers investigations conducted specifically o sofve probiems related o he
sl and chemical chamcteristics aof minerals and matenials, [f has o vital sele in economic

s afivity and human weltare, The investigations are performed sing all avatlable mineral charac-
enmtion tech nigpues and can invobve developing or II||.'I|!¢|iI1|L Instrumenits o mmake thie roquined
CEmarements. Conssquently applied minerabogy covers the complete spectivm of miseralog-
Fl iy expdoration for, and explodtation of, hjse medals, |1r[||_'||_||,.r|i mietals, basg minerals,

mdustrial minerls and materials, building and construction minerals, and carlonasoeous mate-
| fials amd their hy-prodiects In mining, extractve metallony, pyrometallongy, hydomsetallongy
Cand oannmic geolagy, 1t also includes insestigations of envieonmantal molerials, refrclosies,
ﬂ'ﬂﬂ'll'-"h cemnents, alkovs, and ofher prodaces, 1o sodve prohlems reloted o the envimonment,
betth anid criminial activities, and to obtaln products for the development and building of oqutp-

Cming and structures.

The importance and recognition of applied
“minesakopy hus prowm strongly over the last
e of & century. Althaough muoch research
s conducted prior to 1970, most of the
;n:lulh remaimed in the files of industrial Finms
and were not available o other mineralogists.
i fle bate 19708 aned earky 19808, naticnal
gronps were formed bo promote oml presenta.
ions and written accounts. The Process
Cslireabopy Committes of AIMI [American
'_IIL'nll:ﬂL' for Mining, Metaliergical, ond
Petoleum Englneers) is one example of a
mtioral grosp devoted to applied mineral
Cagys The Process Minemlogy Committes
porrsared] papers ot the component SkiL
ey Society ol Mining Engineers and
tupently Society for Mining, Metallurgy, and
'Ilpll.uutil.mr and TMS [formerly The Metallur
gl Sockety andd carrenely The Minerals,
Metals and haterials Society) meetings
Degirining mn 1070, Other groups deveded to
applied manecalagy were begun about that
time in South Africa, Germany, Erazil,
Argenting. and elewhere. With the success of
Hivee gromps, it became recognixed that thene
wasa meed for an international body ta
sy papers on appbied mineralogy.

In 1979 a group of mineralogists approached
Ahe DA with o request to form o Commission
m Applied Minemalogy, but the concept was
ot approved at that time. Conseguently,
Avhen Hiemstra and Les Houghton of the
Enuneil for Mineral Technology {Mintek) in
Jubemnesturg and othier applicd mineralogises
n Bt h Adrica organized the International

ELEmEnry

Couneil for Applicd Mineralogy {(1CAM), and
hielid the first International Congress on
Applied Mineralogy (also 1CAM) meeting in
[ohannesbarg, South Africa, i 1981 Subse-
guently, the Infermational Minemlogical
Asspciation (TMA) organized tan sessions on
applicd minerakegy and initated the Commis-
stem on Appled Mineralogy (0AM ), throagh
the efforts of Tany Maldreet, at the 1984 [Ma
meeting at Stanford, Califomia, Thus, for the
past twe decaces, applied mineralogists hiove
te=em confronted with the availability of two
organizations devoled o applicd minerakogy,
Tk with different terms of reference, WAM
COMEresses are autonomaoas, with many
sessaing on applied minemlogy at each
meeting, and involve significant numbers of
participanis in the disciplines of metallungy
and ceramics CAM meetings are integrated
with IMA meetings, and fewer s=ssions ane
canducted on applied mineralogy. Beginning
with the 1993 ICAM meeting in Frecmantls,
Amtralia, the two groaps agreed o collaborate
further: WCAM would cossponsor many CAkd
sessioms a1 the quadrenndal IMA mectings,
amd CAM would sponsor sessions at the JCAM
meetings, FEAM agresd to meet ona quadnen-
mial basks half-way betwreen the regular
quadrennial IMA meetings, This relationship
s eadfirmed by g vote of applied minemalo-
glsts at the CAM business meeting ot the
recent A5 G AM miecting bnm Agnias o Lindola,
Hrazil, In Seprember 20604

VN

The wcape of applied mincralogy is
very broad, and contributions to
CAM and AN sessions have
evolvesd with tme. Early sessions
sponsored by the AIME-Process
Mineralogy Committee dealt
primarily with applications ta the
field of metalhurgy, including
mineralogical stdies thint bed e
the solution of beneficiation,
hydrometallurgical, and pyrometal-
harglend prablems. The first mesting
of ICAM dealt with metallungcal
miaterialy and with Industrial
problems related to ceramic
materiads. The first A=Ak
mwseting dealt primarily with
minesalogical studbes of problems
In mectalburgy and espocially with advanced
micrahenm fechnlgues, Papers wene salicited
im four areas: minetal and eneTgy materials

X |11m.i.1'|nn. mineral materials {incbading clay
mineralsy, health and environmental mineral-
oy, and analvilcal methods, Early CAM
sessiong at IMA quadrnennial meetlngs have
dealt with minemlogical applications to
metallurgical, ceramide, mineral exploration,
and environmental problems and with the
application of advanced microbeam ech-
|'l|'-'||.|ll"'| to those and ather I.'IT'!.'.J'I.*?I'I:'IS- Mooe
recently papers for CAM and [CAM mectlings
have broadened to include mineralogical
applicatiens 0 the arcas of hlominerasogy and
hamatenials, advanced materials, industrial
minerals, gem materials, and cultural heritage,

The feld s by its nature interdiscipiinary, bog
exampie, the application of 3 wide variety of
minealoglcal technigues, including reflected
anal transmitted light miciscopy, cathodoli-
Il nesceoe MHCTCEDOpY, :‘:-N}' diftractian,
SERL EFMA image analysis, numereus other
milcrobeam technlques and fomagraphy, o
the study of beneficiation, hvdrometallurgical,
and pyrometailurgicnl protdems invalves chose
enllabomiion with metallorgists Using simblar
technigues, applicd mineralogisss interact
with explomation geokoglsts 1o facllitate min-
erd exploration, and the sthdy of ather indas-
traal predlems may inveldve specialists sich as
ceramists, bialogists, and environmentalists

Currenthy, CAM aradior ICAM ane ci-
arganizing six environmental and appdicd
mlnrmln_[;:.r sessions ab the HHIG meeting of
Inty I Bobss Japain: bio-geo interfacs in
minemals; minemb-water Interacibens; (roem
mderoscoplc o macroscopic aspects: environ-
mental and medical mineralagy: chas and
red |fes: mapural and synthedic materials;
crystals, cernmics and glasses with dodvanced
|'||'|:|nlu'n|'||-| mbcal [Properties; mned process
n'lll'li'r-'lHl'.‘;!.'!.' CAM will be co-5ponsering
applied minerabkegy sessions al the ninth
gt rennbal 1AM mesting bo be edd in
Briskane, Australin, in 2005

Richard Hagni, Chalrman
Commission of Applied Mineralogy

Decemeen 2005
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SOClety

FROM THE PRESIDENT

AMOMNEY BIATTERS

First of all, some importind fews about @ change In the executive com
mithee of IMA. Comelis Elein, of the University of New Mexico, vwiho has
weorked extremely Band os tredsurer of DA sknce 1995, has decided that
thi time has come Lo pass 1his sk foosomeone else As well 2y daspens
ing the sums of money needed 1o keep IMA nanning, for items such a
mainienance of the wellile (www ima-mineralogy.orgl, the operating
costs of groups such as the Commission an Mew hlinerals and Mineral
Mames, amd support for mectings, Kase has worked tnelessly to collect
thit armual dued of momber societses, What shoold bea rontine activity
15 Frustrating amed time consmning Bcodse many supperting organss
tioins seem g0 Be ennbile oF unwilling o manster the elatively smadl sums
involved. Basad on Eose's experence | put forward below spme sfes on
b b situation might be improved by changes in the laws of B4 We
all have to be extremely gratelul tor the gmount of work that e has s
vt this task over the last decadie,

Rabert T. Doswns, ncoming treasurer Comelin Ky ouloing Indsuner

T i pearsnn with Boh's back-
ground, holancing the bonks
alivialid be a e ol cake, but
cnly if we can avercame the
problem of ron=paymenl of dhsc,
Slyould vou be the responsible

LS RIET] i o ol the severnsl
countries that has stil not paid
it dues for 2068, please send
YO ITOey now

. Bobert T. Downs

HH0 E 4 Sk, Depd of Gen-
sciences, University ol Arizona,
Tucson Arisoma 837ZT-0077, UsA
E-mall: downsi@ger., amzons.edn

W welcome as our new Ereasurs
Robert T. Dowsms of the Univer-
sity of Arzoma in Tucson, where
he |5 asserciate profiesser of miner-
alugy @nd Loystallogaphy. Boly is
anadian and obtainmed his s
dlegres (in mathematics) at the
University of British Columbia
bifore undertaking postgraduate
wark Inomineralogy at Virginia
I'ech and completing a p-cm-lJe'-L'
it the Geeophivsical Laboratory in
Washingion. [MA s cesempt
status in the United States, so i
is logical b pass the pesition of
treasurer b sormesns hased there

ELEMEWTS

L

Modemizing A

InEA ds living in a ooy world. Tt
b5 o longer largely irvisiblbe
hetween 8 Four-yearly General
Mueetings. Mow, through Eleemenis,
every two maenths, it can reach
every mineralogis oo Earth who
e access to the Internet. B you
enunery's mineralogseal eeganizs-
e bs st one of those suppaort
ing, Eleanents divectly, yos (o your
institistional library) may well
receive a hard copy becasse vou
sighscribe to one of the pourials
of the supporting societies. Even
I wou have noswch access.
ey, twn months after puidi-
catinm, can downlosd a pdf froom
wwnw. elementsmiagazine.org. |
think that this is remarkable, and
1t is an opportunity the whioke
irtennmiand minerabogical com-
munity must embrace. [y the
next paragraphs, | am going o
review siame of IMA%s financial
adifficulties and make s
persomal suggestions (e Buallet
pexints| for their solution.

Chur difficulty with getting somm
matianal groneps to gay their
anmual duoes is, 1 think, a sy
tom of a number of structural
protdems within IMA. You mighi
Imagine, simee IMA exists o
prmote the interests of s
spIporting organization
cnlbecting dhees woulkd be a
comprratively routine activity,
Hut in 2005 ahowt o gquarter ol
the 37 affilialed organizations

had not paid by early Duecember,
making them at least sne yoar
late, Thres organizations were
e tham pwes years behind in
payment, ancd ook was Si% i
hehind, Some of the defanlters
arg small communities in thi less-
developed woarld, and we shionkd
he svimpathetic with thedr
problems, But two defaulting
anganizatisns are located
cnuniries thal ame among, those
with the biggest per capita
InEnmes.

A presend IMA mabes contact
with sicleties through thei
Mational Hepresentatises,
Although many do an exccdlent
|, soame do met, ancd in futene
wir shall also deal directly with
soclety presidents ancd execu-
tive sporetaries,

W Kot the Business Meeting
sl feelloy e mokes of thee
ML Constitution firmby,
Coniritries b chelanlt for e

wears or more will g be
allowed to vt Couneil Wil
then consicler whether any
defanlting country siumbl be:
deleted from the isk of 154
members. This would, o
course, be a matber of Lt
resaet, and we will alweys
weloome letters of explanited
from organcsitions Wi s
genuine difficwlties in paying.

A related probiem concer (e
formula el e caloslate th
sulrecmiption of éach couniry. THhe
armonent {in US challars] & Giloe
lated as b w I, whetere Disa
number between L0 amd | gl
depends wpen the membseeiip
numbers of the suppodting
sociely. Thus the big socketies ul
Grermany, Bussin and the Ukd,
each with ewer HERK members
arud [ = Db, all pay S600. AL e
b extreme, 16 societies have
25 members or By, 0= | ad
they pay $600 It isnt rocked
sciemoe to fgure out that an
Individual M5A member, (o
example, coastribalbies o oeinm
of 50,640, and a member of ane il
the litthe societivs pays 4 miramm
of §2 40 This seems o me 1o e
vompletely opposite bo wht iy
desirahbe.

® Societies sl pay a per
capita sum lxsed on el e
paldl-wp membership I sauld
be up o each natiomal soety
tia deciclie liow the maoney is
collettedd, bt 1 conbd (O
part cff thesir own anmual
subscriptiomn anad be jdentified
as the IMA contribuation, OF
conTse, Some individouls ae
members of mone than one
natinnal society, but they hiny
anyway been paving twio
fsomebimes sene| bivier he
presenl systen.

# The exact sum will need canful
consderation, b it will be
vt mome than 52 per isemier.
Membess ol big societies will
may a little more than they do
navw, these i smadl cogenies-
tons less

This brings me o a final finandal
probdem, Fyvem if we cdo oot changi
aur Funding Formula, Sa that our
14 small societies continue o pn
§al, such s the avarioe (definel,
In my Oxford dictionary, as
‘ertreme greed ) of the woekl™s

B ks Lhat the onsts of interma-
tional fveney ransfer ane almost
a8 great as the amaunis being
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