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Urganizational Meeting of the (Provisional) International Mineralogical Association

Call to order by thé convener

A. The meeting was called to order by the convener, Professor M. J. Buerger,

in room 106 g V- epcos Center of wicGill University, Montreal,
at 10 A4 on Tuesda July 16 1957} this time having been publishad in the

Programme of Conygress of the International Union of
Crystallography. The delegates listed below and about 50 other interested
crystallographers and mineralogists were present.

(The convener distributed a list of "sugjested agenda™, All items on this
list were considered in the meeting though not exactly in the order listed.

The headings underlined in these minutes are taken from the list of
"suggested agenda".)

B. Recognition by the Convener of Delegates from the geveral countries.

The following delegates were recognizeds~

Dr, Anton Preisinger - Austria

Prof, 4, Dekeyser = Belgium
Prof, L. Ge Eerry - Canada

Dr. idauricio Taba - Chile

Prof, Jean sdyart = - France
m T,
Pruf. F. Laves - Germany
Prof. Angelo Bellanca - Italy

Dr. H. Sadanaga - Japan
Prof, J. L. Amoros - Spain
Professor Gunnar Higg - Sweden
Prof. .erner Nowacki = Switzerland
Academician No V, BelSQ‘ - Us S. S. Re
Dro. G, ¥, Claringbull - United Kingdom
Prof, M, J, Buerger - Us Se Ae

Professor T. G, Sahama, the dz=legate from Finland, was unable tc attend,
The convener reported that nc delegates had been nominated from Brazil
- or Norway though preliminary co:uunications had bzen sent to the appropriate
persons in those countrizse \\\
{In order to 1nf0rm those present the convener then read the letter which
had been sent to mineralo .ical soci:ties throughout the world inviting themn
to send delegates to this meeting.)



Co

D,

E,

Election of Chairman for the meeting.

Mo Jo Buerger was elected

Election of Secretary for the meeting.
A. Pabst was elected

Discussion of the form and characteristics of the
International iMineralogical Association.

Professor Fornaseri raised the question of whether the new organization
should be a "Union" or an “Association", Amords, Buerger, Claringbull,
Donnay, wason and Nowacki contributed to the following discussion,
br, Claringbull gave a brief account of preliminary consultations which
had taken place in Europe, Professor Buerger suggested that the
organization be "an association of mineralogical societies", Dr. #ason
raised the qu:stion of possible participation by twc or more societies
whici, may exist in the same country or region.

Chairman Buerger summarized the discussion in these wordss-

"It is the sense of this meeting that the proposed organization be
an associution of mineralogical and related societies cperating on a
national basis,”

This summary was approved by the delegates.

The existence of a multiplicity of so-called “ilineral Societies” in
some countries and the absence of mineralogical sccieties in others and
the existence of "Natural History Societies™ which include mineralogy in
their fields of interest was mentioned in the discussion,.

A vote was taken on the question of permitting adherence of two or more
societies representing one country, It was unanimous thut only one
society should be permitted to represent each country,

Chairman Buerger then outlined proposed activities for the Association,
This cutline was based in part on suggestions that had been offered by
various persons in the cou.se of preliminary correspondence, 1t wuis clear
from this correspondence that cortain mineralogical business should be
dealt with on an internstional basis through Commissions of the
Association, The Chairman sug,estad that the following Commissions
should probaply be establisheds=-

le  Un new species

2. Un preservation and accessibility of type material

3s  Un nomenclature

4, On abstracts

5. (n the countinued publication and revision of the System of .inesralogy

The Chai rman also mentioned the need fori-

6. A program committee
7. A committee on excursions.



E. (continued)

Professor Amor8s stated that it would be desirable to establish a
committee of directors and curators of mineralogical museums, After
some discussion it was agreed that there be added to the list abovei-

8. Commission on museums, (Dr. Ao J. Frueh disagreed with this proposal, )

Dr, P, A, Sabine mentioned the recent organization of a Geochemical
Association on an international basis, Professor Fisher responded that this
misht be considered to have no connection with mineralogy and Chairman
Buerger pointed out that it is an association of individuals, It wis
suggested that it might even become one of the constituent organizations
of the proposed I. i, A,

Professor Fisher pointed out the need for a Gmumitt;e on Committees,

Fo Selection of time and place of next meeting of "The (Provigional]
International Mineralogical Association",
Professor AmorSs proposed that the meeting be held in Madrid in April, 1958,
Professor Wyart inquired how many would attend the meeting,
The proposal of Professor Amorés was unanimously adopted,
Dr. Claringbull offered interim facilities for conducting the business

of I, M. A, in the office of the Mineralogical Society, 41 Queen's Gate,
Lond on Sﬂ 7.

G, Election of committee to draw up a constitution.
Election of Interim Chairman,
Election of Interim Secreta .
Election of Interim Treasurer,
Election of itwoj Interim Councilors.

These items on the "Suggested Agenda" were considerad together,

3. It was moved by Professor Amoros and duly seconded that 3=

The committee,to draw up the constitution be selected from the
interim officers,

After discussion this motion was unanimously adopted,

b. It was moved by Professor Amorss, seconded by Professor Laves and
unanimously adopted that s-

Six interim councilors should be elected,

Ce Chairman Buerger then called for nominations for the several offices,
The nominations were in some Cases accompanied by suggestions for minor
changes in the proposed list of officers and it was consider.d desirable
that the interim officers be resident in Europe and that the total of
officers and councilors be an odd number,



G, (continued)

The following interim officers were elected by vote of those
present at the meetingi=

ﬁ:?hairman Dr. G, F, Claringbull ‘1
Vice=chairman Professor F, Laves

s
Secretary-Treasurer Professor J, L. Amoros

Councilors Professor L., G. Berry (Canada)
Dr, C. Guillemin (Frunce)
Professor M, Fornaseri (Italy)
Professor F, wickman . (Sweden)
Professor Grigoriev (Ue So So R

Professor Me J. Buerger (Uo So A.)

Dr, Taba moved and it was duly seconded that 3=

The elected officers and councilors be empowered tou choose
a committee from among their own number to draft a constitution.

The motion was unanimously adopted.

Dr, Claringbull moved and it wasbduly seconded that i-

The committee tu draft the constitution shall have the power
to co-opt members,

The motion was unanimously carried,

The meeting was adjcurned at about ncog.

a Pl

A. Pabst (Secretary pro tem)
Department of Geology,
University of California,
Berkeley 4, California,

Ua Se Ao '

These minutes are being distributed to:-

l, M:mbers of the committee which carri.d on preliminary correspondence

2. All delegates to the Organizational moetin

3. All officers and councilors elected at Montreal

4. The principal officers of scientific mineralogical soci:ties fax so far as known,

Additional copies of these minutes can be obtainad from the
" secretary protem upon request,



